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tion of India in religious matters, the great pride with which
the Brahmans look upon these revealed books from time im
memorial, and the deep, almost superstitious, veneration which
they show for these writings. This opinion must a piiori
appear extremely improbable and moreover has not been put
forward with regard to any other portion of the Vedas, In
fact not even hinted at. What cannot be legitimately spoken
of secular literature can hardly be applied to the religious,
and the measurements taught in the Sulva Sutras in fact ap-
pertain to matters of religion, a part of Brahmanic theology.
The Sulva'Sutras are far anterior to the 3rd century B. C,
for they form an integral portion of the Srouta Sutras and
their Geometry is a part of Brahminical theology, having
taken its rise in India from practical motives as much as the
science of Grammar. The prose-parts of the Yajur-Veda and
the Brahmanas frequently refer to the arrangements of the
sacrificial grounds and the construction of altars according
to very rigid rules, the slightest deviation from which might
cause the greatest evil. This being the fact, it is not likely
that the exclusive Brahmans would have willingly borrow-
ed anything closely connected with their religion, from the
foreigners.

"We have finally to consider," says Dr. Thibaut, in his
'AstroL Astron. und Math.,' "the question whether the whole
development of Mathematics in India is to regarded as
completely independent, or it is derived from foreign sources,
as influenced materially in the course of its evolution*
by, such foreign theories. The resemblance which
part of Indian Mathematics bears to part of the
Greek, makes the question of obvious importance, and then
besides we have already come to the conclusion that the
scientific astronomy of the Indians was an offshoot of the
Greek Science, and we have already indicated in \vhat close
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